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Between the months of August and November 1888 


six prostitutes were found murdered in London's East End. 


The killer, who became known as ‘Jack the Ripper’, was 
‘never found, and the story remains an enduring source 
of fascination over a hundred years on. This pack tells 
the story through facsimiles of key documents from the 
Metropolitan Police and Home Office files held at the 
Public Record Office. An illustrated introduction by two of 
the world’s leading experts on the case provides a full 
explanation of the documents and sets them in their 
historical context. 
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Hell and The Ultimate Jack the Ripper Sourcebook. 
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The documents 


Report by Inspector Spratling on the murder of Mary 
Ann Nichols 

Report by Inspector Abberline of Scotland Yard on the 
Nichols and Chapman murders 

‘Dear Boss’ letter 

Overall summary of the murder of Elizabeth Stride by 
Chief Inspector Swanson 

Report by Inspector McWilliam, City of London 
Police, on the murder of Catherine Eddowes 

‘Saucy Jacky’ postcard 

Report by Sir Charles Warren regarding his actions 
on the morning of the Stride and Eddowes murders 
Report by Chief Inspector Swanson regarding Metro- 
politan Police knowledge of the Mitre Square murder 
Coroner's plan of Mitre Square, with sketches of the 
injuries to Eddowes and the body in situ in the corner 
of the square 

A ‘Jack the Ripper’ letter 


. Aletter from Philadelphia, USA, signed ‘ “Jack” the 


ripper’ 
‘From hell’ letter to George Lusk 


. Statement of George Hutchinson regarding a last 


sighting of Mary Jane Kelly 


. Report by Inspector Abberline on the Kelly murder 


and inquest, and the witness Hutchinson 


. Front page of the /ilustrated Police News with cover- 


age of the Kelly murder 
Macnaghten report, identifying three police suspects 
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I look upon this series of 
murders as unique in the 
history of our country ... 


ommissioner of the Metropolitan Police, 1886-88: 


Jack the Ripper 


and the Whitechapel murders 


The name ‘Jack the Ripper’ throughout the world epitomises the 
unknown, stalking killer in the fog, terrorising the streets of London. 
This killer ranks with the great fictional bogeymen: Spring Heeled 


Jack, Sweeney Todd, Mr Hyde, Count Dracula and other Victorian 


villains of literature and the stage. But ‘Jack the Ripper’ is not 
fictional. From the many colourful stories and embellishments 
propagated since 1888, an unidentified murderer has been elevated 
to icon status, the world’s first internationally known series-killer: a 
shadowy figure, popularly depicted wearing cloak and top hat, and 
carrying a shiny black Gladstone bag. He evaded capture by 
the uniformed Metropolitan and City of London police 
forces and the Scotland Yard and City detectives. . 


Supplementing these professional bodies were an ever 


watchful and suspicious public and press augmented by 
vigilance groups and private detectives. It is remarkable that 


the killer was never positively sighted, let alone brought to 


Justice. 


Artist's impression from the Illustrated Police 
News of 24 November 1888, showing the 
suspect for the Kelly murder as described by 4 is He THe 
the witness George Hutchinson MURDERER 
(Evans/Skinner Crime Archive). 


Introduction 


‘The facsimile documents in this 
pack provide a representative 
selection of the original records 
relating to the Whitechapel 
murders, which are mainly held at 
the Public Record Office (PRO). 
‘This selection tells the broad story, 
primarily from the point of view of 
the police and the Home Office, 
and is arranged so that the 
documents relate events as they 
unfolded. How did the police 
officers, the press, and the govern- 
ment react to these events, and 
why? Such questions may be 
answered by reference to the 
documents themselves, without the 
intermediary of the historian or 
author. 

Of the murders themselves, 
What actually 


happened? How many victims 


what are the facts! 


were there? The hard facts are 
few. It is a matter of record that 
there was no fog at the time of any 
of the murders, although October 
1888, the month of the greatest 
hysteria in the Kast End of 
London, was particularly foggy. 
But there was no Ripper murder 
in October 1888. All the attacks 
took place within a roughly mile- 


square area of the East End and 
City of London, surrounding 
Whitechapel, and were con- 
sequently known as the White- 
chapel murders. The victims were 
casual street prostitutes, poverty 
stricken and with few options for 
earning the money they needed to 


survive. These core murders, 


generally accepted as ‘Ripper’ 
killings, occurred over a mere 
three-month period (August to 
November 1888), and the victims 
probably numbered only five or 
six. 

Tt was a romantic age and a 
period of great social unrest and 
change. Queen Victoria reigned 
over the great British Empire and 
London was the largest and most 
prosperous city in the world. The 
streets of the capital were alive 
with the bustle of the teeming 
millions; horse-drawn Hansom 
cabs and omnibuses clattered back 
and forth in great numbers. In 
1887 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
famous fictional detective, 
Sherlock Holmes, had made his 
debut. In 1888 Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s classic Dr Jekyll and 
Mr Hyde was thrilling audiences 
at the Lyceum theatre. These 


fictions reflected the undercurrent 
of unease and tension in the 


capital: street disturbances were 


frequent, and the Trafalgar Square 
meetings and riots of 1887 were 
still fresh in the memory. In the 
early 1880s the Irish Nationalists 
and the Irish-American Fenians 
had subjected London to a 
bombing campaign. The East 
End of London, with its large 
immigrant population, was rife 
with plotting anarchists and 
criminals of all nationalities. The 
area was home to a diligent 
working-class population, but was 
also the focal point of the greatest 
abject poverty in the capital. 

he first murder of seemingly 
unprecedented savagery occurred 
in the East End of London in the 
early hours of Tuesday 7 August 
1888. The body of a prostitute, 
Martha Tabram (also known as 


Ripper killings are as follows: 


September 1888. 


East, on 30 September 1888. 


1888. 


The Whitechapel murders generally referred to as probable Jack the 


|. Mary Ann Nichols in Buck’s Row, Whitechapel, on 31 August 1888. 


2. Annie Chapman in rear yard of 29 Hanbury Street, Spitalfields, on 8 


3. Elizabeth Stride in Dutfield’s Yard, Berner Street, St George’s-in-the 


4. Catherine Eddowes in Mitre Square, Aldgate, on 30 September 


5. Mary Jane Kelly in Room 13, Miller's Court, 26 Dorset Street, 
Spitalfields, on 9 November 1888. 


Turner), 39 years of age, was found 
at 4.50 a.m, on the first floor 
landing of George Yard Buildings, 
George Yard, Whitechapel. She 
had been stabbed 39 times in the 
body and there was no trace of her 
killer. The murder and inquest 
were reported in the press, without 
much comment other than on the 
brutal nature of the murder. 
Despite a thorough investigation by 
the police no offender was 
apprehended. 

At 3.45 a.m. on Friday 31 
August 1888 
prostitute, Mary Ann (‘Polly’) 
Nichols, 43 years old, was found 


, the body of a second 


lying on the footpath outside a 
stable yard in Buck’s Row, 
Whitechapel, by PC 97] Neil of 
the Metropolitan Police. (She had 
also been found shortly before by 
two carmen, Cross and Paul, who 


had left the scene to find a 


policeman). Her throat had been 
savagely cut and her abdomen 
opened with jagged cuts; there 
were other wounds on her lower 
body (document 1). The press was 
quick to link this killing with that 
of Tabram, and also made 
mention of the murder of another 
prostitute, Emma Elizabeth 
Smith, 45 3 
occurred in April 18 


ars old, that had 


in Osborn 
Street, Whitechapel. Smith stated 
before she died that she had been 
the victim of a gang of three men 
but despite the three murders 
being ostensibly unconnected, a 
series of three killings had been 
identified and the press claimed 
that a maniac was on the loose in 


‘There was no trace 


Whitechapel. 
of Nichols’ 


murders remained unsolved. 


killer, and all three 


A third prostitute murder in 


less than five weeks occurred on 


the morning of Saturd 


September, 1888, when the body 
of Annie Chapman (also known 


as Siffey), aged 47, was found at 
yard of No, 29 


Spitalfields. Her 


6 a.m. in the bac! 


Hanbury Street, 


throat had been cut and her body 


savagely mutilated. In a horrifying 


escalation of barbarity, her uterus 


had been removed and was 


missing. Police inquiries in- 


tensified and suspects came to 


their notice (document 2). These 
included an insane pork butcher 
from Holloway named 
Isenschmid. But there was no 
trace of Chapman’s killer and it 
was a sensational time for the 
press: the publicity given to the 
murders snowballed and theories 
abounded. Isenschmid was 
absolved when further murders 
occurred while he was still locked 


ing 


asylum. 


Whitechapel Road and the 
London Hospital as it looked 
in Victorian times. The 
hospital is close by Buck's 
Row, Nichols’ murder scene. 
The road is still recognisable 
today and is the main 
highway into London from 
the east (Evans/Skinner 
Crime Archive). 


Probably the nickname ‘Jack the 
Ripper’ is the main reason for the 
continuing fascination with this © 
unknown perpetrator of a handful 
of horrific murders. The origin of 


the name can be traced to the 


signature of the now famous ‘Dear 


Boss’ letter, dated September 
1888, and sent on 27 September to 
the offices of the Central News 
New Bridge Street, 

cus, London 


Agency, ¢ 
Ludgate C 
(document 3). This letter was 
forwarded to the police on 


29 September but did not receive 
publicity in the newspapers until 
1 October. Before it did there 


were two more murders. 
At 1 a.m. on Sunday 30 
September 1888, the body of 
Elizabeth Stride, 44 ye 
prostitute, was found lying in 
Dutfield’s Yard, Berner Street, 
Her throat 


ars old, a 


St George’s-in-the-F: 


had been cut but there was no 


4 


The Penny Illustrated Paper for 

8 September 1888 carried front-page 
coverage of the Buck's Row murder a 
week earlier. It was published on the 
day of the murder of Annie Chapman 
in Hanbury Street (Evans/Skinner 
Crime Archive). 


other mutilation. There was no 
trace of her killer at the 


cene. 
The murder was again in the 
and 


Metropolitan Police are 


ex 


nsive enquiries were in- 
stituted; a possible witness to the 
attack on Stride, Israel Schwartz, 
was located (document 4). 


At 1.45 a.m. on the same night, 
PC 881 Watkins of the City of 


London Police was on patrol 


when he found the body of 
another prostitute, Catherine 
Eddowes, aged 46, in the gloomy 
southernmost corner of Mitre 
Square, Aldgate. The wounds to 


the body were extensive: her 


throat had been cut deeply, her 
clothing raised, and her abdomen 
savagely opened with two deep 
cuts and mutilated. Her uterus 
and left kidney were later found 
to be missing. Police officers 


searched the area but there was no 


trace of her killer document 5). A 


detailed plan and drawings of the 
Mitre Square murder scene were 
prepared for the coroner’s inquest 


on Eddowes by the City Surveyor, 
Frederick Foster (document 9). 

‘A clue in the shape of a bloody 
and soiled piece cut from 
Eddowes’ apron was found in the 
doorway of Nos 108-119 Model 
Dwellings, Goulston Street, by 
PC 254A Long, which at | 
showed the murder 


Ast 


r’s direction 
ck. This 


of travel after the atta 


discovery was made a short 


distance away, but in the 


Metropolitan Police Whitechapel 
Division. Above the piece of 
apron, on the doorway entrance 
jamb, was scrawled a message in 
chalk, transcribed by the 
Metropolitan Police 


‘The Juwes are The men that Will 
not be Blamed for nothing’. 


The City Police enquiries w 


extensive and a possible 


description of the culprit y 


obtained when a witness, Joseph 


Lawende, was located by police 


enquiries. He stated that he had 


seen a man with a woman, whom 


he identified as Eddowes by her 
clothing, standing at Church 
Pa: 
Mitre Square) around 1.35 a.m. 
(documents 5 and 8). Great 


controversy was caused by the 


ze (one of the entrances to 


decision of the Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner, Sir Charles 
Warren, to erase the message on 
the wall, and he even attended the 


scene to supervise this action 
(document 7). 
Further uproar was generated 


when publicity y 


” Ja 


the Ripper’ letter. The receipt of 


receipt of the ‘De 


a second communication, a 
postcard dated 1 October 1888, 
again by the Central News Agency 
and signed ‘Jack the Ripper’ 
(document 6), caused a great 


sensation for the press, and 


alarmed and excited the restive 
population, The ominous name 
was telegraphed to an inter- 
national audience. It resulted in 
a deluge of letters purporting to 
come from the murderer, most 
of which were signed ‘Jack the 
Ripper’ (documents 10 and II 


are examples). 

On Tuesday 16 October 1888 
Mr ¢ 
Whitechapel Vigilance 


xeorge Lusk, chairman of the 


Committee, received a small 

package purporting to be from the 
killer. This ‘Committee’ had been 
set up to try to assist the police in 
catching the killer. 
contained half a human kidney, 


‘The package 
cut longitudinally, together with a 
letter addressed ‘From hell’ 
(documents 8 and 12). 

The final murder of the 1888 
ies occurred on the morning of 
day 9 November 1888. The 
body of a woman known as Mary 


Jane Kelly, a prostitute stated to 


be aged 25 years, was found in her 
room, No. 13 Miller’s Court, 26 
Dorset Street, Spitalfields. Her 


Handbill calling for information on the 
murders, issued by the Metropolitan 
Police Office, 30 September 1888, and 
distributed by police officers door to 


door in the locality (PRO, MEPO 3/140). 


throat had beereut; she was 
fearfully mutilated and dis- 
embowelled. Her heart was absent 


from her body. There was no 


ce of her killer. Howe 


witness, George Hutchinson 
(document 13), made what was 
regarded as an important sighting 
of a suspect, with the victim, at 
2 a.m. on the morning of her 
murder. Inspector Abberline 
interrogated Hutchinson and 
reported on the inquiry 
(document 14). The degree of 
sensation caused by the murders 
was reflected in the lurid front 
ated Police 
ws of Saturday 17 November 
1888, with its coverage of the 
Kelly murder (document 15). 
Despite the fact that the 
y of Jack the Ripper’ 
remained unknown, idez 


page of the Illus 


identi 
sas to his 


identity continued to appear after 


POLICE NOTICE, 
10 THE OOGUPIER 


On the mornings of Friday, 31st 
August, Saturday 8th, and Sunday, 
30th September, 1888, Women were 
murdered in or near Whitechapel, 
supposed by some one residing 
in the immediate neighbourhood. 
Should you know of any person 
to whom suspicion is attached, you 
are earnestly requested to com- 
municate at once with the nearest 
Police Station. 


the murders had ceased. 

In February 1894 Melville 
Macnaghten, the then Chief 
Constable of the Criminal 
Investigation Department (CID) at 
Scotland Yi 
the Whitechapel murders, listing 


rd, wrote a report on 


without giving a source, the names 
sidered 


of three persons he cot 
. This document 


possible suspe 
is accepted by historians as having 
great significance, and has been 
the foundation of many published 
theories about the Ripper 
(document 16). Since 1888 

the theories have continued 

to proliferate, expressed in 
innumerable books - both fact 
and fiction = as well as film and 
documentary treatments. ‘Jack the 
Ripper’ has been pitted against 
the fictional Sherlock Holmes 
many times in book and film. 
Public interest remains unabated. 


Further reading 


There have been so many books on 
the subject of the Whitechapel 
murders that a comprehensive 
bibliography would not be 


practical here. In no way should 


this be seen to detract from the 


other books to be found in the 
ever-extending list of titles. This 
list is ‘chronological and includes 
all the major reference works. 
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the Ripper (London, Hutchinson, 
1929) 

Stewart, William, Jack the Ripper = A 
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1939) 
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1959) 

Cullen, Tom, Autumn of Terror 
(London, The Bodley Head, 1965) 

Odell, Robin, Jack the Ripper in 
Fact and Fiction (London, Harrap, 
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The documents 


1. Report by Inspector Spratling 
on the murder of Mary Ann 
Nichols 


It fell to Inspector John Spratling 
of J Division (Bethnal Green) to 
make the initial police report on 
the first generally recognised 
‘Ripper’ murder; that of Mary 
Ann Nichols on 31 August 1888. 
Spratling, an 18-year veteran in 


the Metropolitan Police, was the 
uniform Inspector on duty when 
the body of Nichols was dis- 
covered. In a three-page, hand- 
written report on Metropolitan 
Police headed report paper, he 
details the finding of the body by 
the beat officer, PC 97] Neil. A 
description is given of the initial 
police activity and the injuries and 
appearance of the deceased. The 
report is signed by Inspector 


BLIND-MAN'S | BU 


Spratling and counter-signed by his 
supervisor, Superintendent Keating, 
who adds a note to the effect that 
the woman’s clothing bore the 
laundry mark of the Lambeth 
Workhouse, which led to her 
identification. 

31 August 1888 

PRO, MEPO 3/140 ff. 239-41 


2. Report by Inspector Abberline 
of Scotland Yard on the Nichols 
and Chapman murders 


Inspector Frederick George 
Abberline, 45 years old, was the 
Scotland Yard detective assigned 
round 


to lead the on-the- 


investigation into the ‘Ripper’ 


murders. Abberline had joined 


the force in 1863 and had 
as Local 


previously spent 14 years 


Drawing from Punch, 22 September 1888, 
satirising the police’s confusion about the 
murders. Both the government and the police 
were subjected to such critical journalism as a 
result of the ‘Jack the Ripper’. 


Inspector in the Whitechapel 
Division CID. He has enjoyed the 
highest profile of all the officers 
involved in the investigation. This 
report is written on official 
‘Metropolitan Police, Criminal 
Investigation Department, 
Scotland Yard’ headed paper and 
is 15 pages long. It describes the 
police investigation into the 
murders of Mary Ann Nichols and 
Annie Chapman. Abberline 
details the identification of the 
victims and the questioning of 


witnesses, and reveals the strange 


police suspect, Joseph 
Isenschmid. 

19 September 1888 

PRO, MEPO 3/140 ff. 242-56 


3. ‘Dear Boss’ letter 


This is a colour copy of the 
important two-page letter 

purporting to come from the 
murder 
Ripper’. 
this name. It was received by the 


and signed ‘Jack the 
, the first known use of 


Central News Agency on 27 
September 1888 and forwarded to 
the police two days later. It is by 


no means certain that the letter 


was actually written by the killer, 


and some senior officers at 


Scotland Yard believed that an 
‘enterprising journalist’ was 
probably responsible. Sent three 
days before the double murder of 
30 September (Stride and 
Eddowes), the letter includes 


Middlesex Street, Whitechapel (Petticoat 
Lane), heart of Ripper territory and the ‘old 
clothes’ district of the East End. The centre of 
the Jewish quarter, the photograph shows the 
Sunday market in the 1890s 

(Evans/Skinner Crime Archive) 


threats to commit more murders 
In 


view of these subsequent murders, 


and ‘to clip the ladys ears off. 


and the fact that part of Eddowes’ 
right ear was cut off, some 
believed it to be genuine. 

25 September 1888 

PRO, MEPO 3/3153 ff. |-4 


4, Overall summary of the 
murder of Elizabeth Stride by 
Chief Inspector Swanson 


“Chief Inspector Donald 
Sutherland Swanson, 40 years of 
age, was the Scotland Yard chief 


assigned to overall supervision 
of police enquiries into the 
Whitechapel murders. 
He collated all the 
reports, statements, 
correspondence ete. 
that were submitted 
and reported directly 
to the Assistant Com- 
missioner (Crime), Dr 
Robert Anderson. This 


12-page handwritten report on 
Scotland Ya 


summarises the events surround- 


d report paper 


ing the murder of Elizabeth 
Stride, and the resulting extensive 
police enquiries carried out. Tt 


gives an excellent insight into 


police procedures and thinking, 
and lists the complicated 


sequence of events on the night of 


the Stride murder, as recounted 
by the many witnesses. Swanson 
discloses the identity of an im- 
= 


Schwartz, who witnessed an attack 


portant police witness, Isra 


on Stride just before her body was 
found. Schwartz was also able to 
supply a description of the sus- 
pect. There are marginal Home 
Office annotations. This report 
provides one of the most detailed 
descriptions of the police inves- 
tigation into any of the White- 
chapel murders and demonstrates 
how extensive the police 


enquiries really were. 
19 October 1888 


PRO, HO 144/221/A49301C ff. 148-59 


5. Report by Inspector 
McWilliam, City of London 
Police, on the murder of 
Catherine Eddowes 


Inspector James McWilliam was. 
head of the Detective Department 
This 


report by McWilliam is of special 


of the City of London Police 


significance, as the City Police 
records have not survived (unlike 
those of the Metropolitan Police). 
It is an eight-page handwritten 
report on City of London Police 
hea 


insight into the Mitre Square 


Jed paper, and provides a rare 


murder, and the City Police 
investigation. It identifies the 
officers involved and describes the 
finding of the piece of bloody 
soiled apron which had been cut 
from that worn by Eddowes in the 
doorway at Nos 108-119 Model 
Dwelling: 


Goulston Street, in the 


Metropolitan Police territory. It 
also des 


cribes the discovery of the 
message written in chalk in the 
same doorway and mentions the 


offer of a reward by the Lord Mayor 


of London. The possible sighting of 
the killer with his victim at the 
entrance to Church Passage is 
described and details of the receipt 
of the ‘Lusk letter and kidney’ are 
given. The liaison between the City 
and Metropolitan police forces in 
the ongoing investigation is also 
described. 

27 October 1888 

PRO, HO 144/221/A49301C ff. 163-70 


6. ‘Saucy Jacky’ postcard 


This was the second 
communication received by the 
Central News Agency just after the 
double murder, and again 


purporting to come from ‘Jack the 


Ripper’. This postcard includes 


the use of the name ‘saucy Jac 


and speaks of the ‘double event’, 
ive. the Stride and Eddowes 
murders. The fact that it contains 
references to the previous letter, 
at this time unpublished, indicates 


Sir Charles Warren, who was 

Chief Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
Police at the time of the murders 

(PRO, COPY 1/443). 


that it comes from the same source, 
although the handwriting is slightly 
diffe sd. The 


original postcard is now missing 


ent, possibly disguis 


from Scotland Yard. All we have 
today are the colour facsimiles held 
at the PRO. 

| October 1888 

PRO, MEPO 3/142 ff. 2-3 


7. Report by Sir Charles Warren 
regarding his actions on the 
morning of the Stride and 
Eddowes murders 


This eight-page handwritten report 
from Sir Charles W 
Commissioner of the Metro- 


en, Chief 


politan Police, to the Home 
Offic 


ure of the chalk written 


pays special regard to his 


er 


sage on the wall in Goulston 
Street. A controversial figure, 
Warren, 48 years of age, was a 
General in the Royal Engineers 
and was appointed Chief 
Commissioner in 1886. He 


resigned in November 1888 at 


the height of the murders, after 
ongoing disputes with the Home 
Office. He justifies his action by 
stating that such a message would 
have inflamed feeling against the 


Jews in the area if seen by the 


public. He mentions that a copy 


sed, and is enclosed with 


port. Greatly criticised over 


lure to capture the 


murderer, Warren was often 
required to justify his actions, 
many of which were the result of 
his undoubtedly autocratic nature. 
The report, although signed by 
Warren, is in two different hands 
- probably those of subordinate 
officials at Scotland Yard. 

6 November 1888 

PRO, HO 144/221/A49301C ff. 174-81 


8. Report by Chief Inspector 
Swanson regarding Metropolitan 
Police knowledge of the Mitre 
Square murder 


This L1-page handwritten report 
by Chief Inspector Donald S 
Swanson relates the facts known 
to the Metropolitan Police sur- 
rounding the murder in Mitre 
Square which fell under the 


jurisdiction of the City Police. 


Importantly, it includes a variant 
of the message on the wall, and 
gives the witness Lawende’s 
description of the suspect seen 
with a woman identified as 


Eddowes. It also gives information 
on another police suspect, John 
Piser, alias ‘Leather Apron’, who 
had already been eliminated from 
police enquiries. Swanson spec- 
ifies Jewish connections with the 


murders in relation to anti-Semitic 


feeling and the erasure of the 
graffiti by the police. Details of 


the ‘Lusk letter and kidney’ 
incident are given, together with 
the full wording of the letter. 

‘The relevance of the Lusk 
incident is discussed together with 
possible origins of the piece of 
kidney. 

6 November 1888 

PRO, HO 144/221/A49301C ff. 184-94 


9. Coroner’s plan of Mitre 

Square, with sketches of the 
injuries to Eddowes and the 
body 
square 


situ in the corner of the 


Frederick William Foster, the City 


of London Architect, made these 
plans and sketches, for use at the 


Eddowes’ inquest. The plan is 

a rare surviving example of the 
detailed information that was 
gathered for the coroner’s court 
investigating the death of a victim. 
Its importance lies in the 
information it contains on the 


murder of Catherine Eddowes. 


‘The detail includes the location of 


the body and the night watchman, 
George Morris, at the Kearley and 


‘Tonge warehouse in Mitre 


10 


Square; it also illustrates the 


wounds inflicted upon Eddow 


face and body. There is a map of 
the murderer's possible escape 
routes from the scene of the crime 
to the doorway in Goulston 


Street, the location of the disposal 


of the piece of Eddowes’ apron 


and the doorway where ‘Juwes’ 
graffiti was discovered. 

30 September 1888 

Royal London Hospital Museum Archives, 


Whitechapel Road 


10. A Jack the Ripper’ letter 


The initial Jack the Ripper’ 
correspondence sent to the 
Central News Agency resulted 

in a flood of similar cor- 
respondence, much of it colourful 
and imaginative such as this 
example sent to Scotland Yard 
from Birmingham. The content 


reveals that the original letter 
inspired the writer and shows the 
effect the murders and resultant 
publicity were having on the 
public. Chief Inspector Donald S 
Swanson’s initials may be seen at 
the top left-hand corner of the 
page, indicating that he had 
examined the letter to assess its 
importance in relation to the 
overall enquiry, and to determine 
whether or not it required further 
action. 

8 October 1888 

PRO, MEPO 3/142 ff. 160-62 


I. A letter from Philadelphia, 
USA, signed ‘“Jack” the ripper’ 


This letter was sent from the USA 
and, purporting to come from the 
killer, threatens more murders. It 
is a good example of the inter- 
national notoriety attained by the 
name ‘Jack the Ripper’ and the 
Whitechapel murders, demon- 
strating that the press coverage in 
the USA was extensive and 


affected the American public. 
October 1888 


PRO, MEPO 3/142 ff. 90-91 


12. ‘From hell’ letter to 
George Lusk 


‘This letter was posted anony- 
mously in a small cardboard box 
together with half a human 
kidney, longitudinally divided, 
and received by George Akin 
Lusk, chairman of the White- 
chapel Vigilance Committee. 
Lusk, a Mile End builder and 
decorator, had received much 
press publicity in his role as 
leading light of the ‘Ripper 
hunters’, and had previously 


received communications signed 


+k the Ripper’. The piece of 
kidney was examined by doctors 
and declared to be human. Of all 
the communications allegedly sent 
by the murderer most experts feel 
that this is likeliest to be genuine. 
16 October 1888 

Evans/Skinner Crime Archive 


13. Statement of George 
Hutchinson regarding a last 
sighting of Mary Jane Kelly 


A rare survival is this original 


witness statement of George 
Hutchinson; three pages long on 
Metropolitan Police ‘H’ Division 
headed paper. This official 
statement was taken by Sergeant 


Badham, signed by Hutchinson, 


and counter-signed by Inspector 
E Ellisdon. It was signed and 
submitted by Inspector Abberline 
to Superintendent Arnold, The 


Hutchinson’s 


statement give: 
important account of his sighting 
of Mary Kelly on the morning of 
her murder, together with his very 
detailed description of the suspect 
he saw with her. Hutchinson knew 
the victim and spoke with her 
shortly before she met the other 
man, who may have been her 
killer. Hutchinson gives details of 
some of Kelly’s last known 
movements in this final sighting of 
her before she was murdered. 
Abberline considered Hutchinson 
a reliable witness and attached 
importance to his statement. 

12 November 1888 

PRO, MEPO 3/140 ff. 227-9 


14, Report by Inspector Abberline 
on the Kelly murder and inquest, 
and the witness Hutchinson 


This important report written in 
Abberline’s own hand gives details 


Sir Melville Macnaghten. Chief Constable, CID, 
Scotland Yard, and author of the famous 
report that named the suspects Druitt, 
Kosminski and Ostrog in 1894 

(Evans/Skinner Crime Archive). 


of the Kelly murder inquiry and 
inquest and comments on the 
important witness George 
Hutchinson. Abberline also 
details plans for the police to 
escort Hutchinson around the 
area in an attempt to locate the 
‘well dressed suspect’. He 
mentions arrests of suspects that 
have been made. The report is 
another rare insight into this 


er’s inves 


supervisory offi igation 
of the murders. 
12 November 1888 


PRO, MEPO 3/140 ff. 230-32 


15. Front page of the Illustrated 
Police News with coverage of the 
Kelly murder 


Despite its name this lurid 
illustrated newspaper had no 
connection with the police in any 


. It shows the great media 


coverage the murders were 


receiving and carries a series of 


illustrations of the Kelly murder 
from her meeting the killer to the 
removal of the body from the 
scene at 13 Miller’s Court, 26 


Dorset Street, Spitalfields. There 


is a large artist’s impression of 
what Mary Kelly looked like in 
life. 


the paper lists this as the seventh 


It is interesting to note that 


murder in the series, including 
the murders of Emma Smith and 
Martha Tabram. A useful map of 
the murder locations is featured. 
17 November 1888 

Evans/Skinner Crime Archive 


16. Macnaghten report, 
identifying three police suspects 


Although not contemporary with 
the murders, this seven-page 


handwritten report by Sir Melville 


acnaghten, Chief Constable, is 
rightly held as a very important 
document by many students of the 


‘Ripper’ crimes, and has greatly 


METROPOLITAN POLICE. DISTRICT. 
3.—Convict Supervision Office.—Woodlcut 
portrait and desoription of Superviseo MICHAEL 


OSTROG, alias BERTRAND ASHLEY, CLAUDE 
\d Du. GRANT, Office No. 22560, whose 


OLAYTON, 
apprehension 
height 6 ft 
eyes groy, soars right thumb and right shin, two large 
moles right shoulder and one back of neck, corporal 
punishment marke; gonerally drossod in’ w semi- 
clerical suit, A Polish Jow. Was sentenced, 6th 
January, 1874, at Aylesbury, to 10 years’ penal servi- 
tnde and 7 years’ polico supervision for larceny. Libe- 
rated on licenso 25th August, 1883, Again sentenced 
tit the Central Criminal Court, 14th September, 1887, 
to 6 month’ hard labour for, larceny, On tho 10th 
Murch, 1686, he, waa liberatod from the Surrey County 
Lunatic Aaylum, and faijed to report. 
Warrant issued. 
‘attention is called to this dangerous man, 


influenced Ripper studies. 


Macnaghten was second in 


command (to Dr Robert 
Anderson) in the CID at Scotland 
Yard, and held a great interest in 
the case throughout his career. 
The report defines the popularly 
accepted five victims, and names 


three persons regarded by the 


police as suspects. They were: 


1. ‘A Mr MJ. Druitt, said to be 
a doctor’ [sic, he was a bar- 
rister], who committed suicide 
in the Thames in December 
1888. 


2. ‘Kosminski, a Polish Jew’, who 
had been ‘removed to a lunatic 
asylum as a homicidal maniac 
about March 1889”. 


‘Two of the Macnaghten named suspects: 
left: representation of Michael Ostrog 

from the Police Gazette, 26 October 1888; 
right: Montague John Druitt. See also p. 6: the 
‘suspicious man’ illustration has been used 
over the years to portray the third suspect, 
Kosminski (Evans/Skinner Crime Archive). 


3. ‘Michael Ostrog, a 


doctor’, also alleged to be 


insane, and eliminated when 
he was ‘subsequently detained 


in a lunatic asylum as a 


homicidal maniac’ |s 
Although no hard evidence to 

associate any of the three suspects. 

with the murders is given, the 

report has been the basis upon 

which many authors have 

It 


thus can be seen to have played 


constructed their theorie 


a great part in the history of the 


cas 


, and its importance is un- 
disputed. A facsimile is here 
made available in full for the 
first time. 

23 February 1894 

PRO, MEPO 3/141 ff. 177-83 
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